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PART ONE: The night

odd numbers — Patti Smith
even numbers — Tom Verlaine

THIRD PRINTING

This book is in two parts, part one titled “The night”, part two
“Independence day”. Part two is to be published next season. The
edition is of five hundred copies printed on Star Antique paper.
25 copies are signed and numbered by the poets and specially bound
with a wrapper and a signed broadsheet of a celebratory piece to
Rimbaud by Patti Smith. Cover and title page design after an 1896
edition of Rimbaud's Les [uminations. Typeset in Baskerville
throughout.
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nigger no invented for color it was MADE FOR THE PLAGUE
the word (art) must be redefined-all mutants and the new
babes born sans eyebrow and tonsil-outside logic-beyond
mathmatics poli-tricks baptism and motion sickness-any
man who extends beyond the classic form is a nigger-one
sans fear and despair-ome who rises like rimbaud beating
hard gold rythumn outta soft solid shit-tongue light is
coiling serpant is steaming spinal avec ray gun hissing
scanning copper head w/ white enamel eye wet and shining
crown reeling thru gleem vegetation ruby dressing of thy
lips puckering whispering pressing high bruised thighs
8ilk route mark blue vibrating gushing milk pods of de-

light translating new languages used rock n roll and
love lashing from the tongue of me nigger...

f:"‘x.tA

R e S L L A i e

The Night, Tom Verlaine & Patti Smith, 1976



